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CIIAIIB''iAN I S MESSAGE 

Since my appeal for help in the first edition of the Bul letin, I 
am pleased to report a gener ous response. Mr John Gallagher has t aken over 
the editorship of the Bulletin and contributions may be sent t o him in 
the future . Mr John Owens has become Secretary and has taken over the 
responsibility f or the distribution to our members of the Rhododendron & 
Camellia Year Book. In addition, Lady Adam Gordon, Sir Giles Loder and 
Mr John Saunders have j oined the Group ' s commi ttee . 

Three regional sub-groups are in the process of being f ormed, based 
respectively on Sussex , East Anglia and Cornwall and a Greater London sub­
group is also contemplated. Members living outside t hese areas a.re in no 
way excluded from the sub- group act i vities. 

188 members completed pr oforma Bat the end of the first Bulletin 
and have paid a subscription for the year ending 31st October. In all but 
20 cases , they have paid t he full £3 subscription rate and have r eceived a 
copy of 'Rhododendron 1976 , with Magnolias and Camellias '. Eleven f ormer 
members have resigned or died, but 22 new members have j oined and another 
15 are in the process of doing so. 

134, who indicated at different times l ast year that t hey were still 
interested in the Group , have not so far returned pr ofor ma. B. They are being 
sent this Bulletin, but t hose who stil l do not r eturn proforma B or t heir 
£3 subscription will be presumed to wish to resign and will be struck off 
our mailing list. 

May I thank you for all your letters and helpful suggestions and 
look forward to meeting and enj oyi ng wit h you the many events your committee 
have arranged f or 1977. 

LAMELLEN. CORNWALL WALTER MAGOR 

RHODODENDRON & CAMELLI A GROUP ANNUAL TOUR 1977. SUSSEX 
Members of the Group a.re invited to a tour visit ing five major gardens in 
Sussex, at the end of April 

Thursday 28th April 2 p .m. 

Frida_y 29th April 10 a .m. 

2 p. m. 

Saturday 30th April 10 u.i:; . 

LORIEN, Wadhurst, Sussex, by kind permission 
of Mr D.E. Mayers. 
!~KEHURST PLACE, Ardingl y , Sussex, by kind 
permission of t he Director of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, Kew. 
SOUTI!_~, Lower Beetling, Horsham, Sussex 
by kind permission of Miss E. Gedman. 
HEASELAlID , Haywards Heath, Sussex by kind 
permission of Mr and Mrs E.G. Kleinwort . 

2 p . m. • BORDE HILL , Haywards Heath, Sussex, by kind 
permission of Mr H.N. Stephenson Clarke . 

Members wishing to join the tour a.re asked to notify the Hon. Secretary, 
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Mr J. Waugh Owens, Cherrydown, Forest Drive, Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey 
before the 31st March 1977. A list of possible places to stay in the area 
which has been obtained from the English Tourist Board, is availabl e from 
Mr Owen on receipt of a stamped addressed envelope . Members who can offer 
or require -transport are asked t o communi cate with Mr Owen. Members of the 
I.C.S. are of course aware that -their Eastbourne Conference is taking place 
from the 22nd t o 25th April and they are visiting gardens in the area , 
Leonardslee , The High Beeches, Nyman. and Slaugham Park together with f our 
other gardens of note in Kent. It may well be worthwhile considering spending 
the intervening two days in the area, making private visits to some of the 
other very fine gardens which are listed in the National Gardens Scheme 
booklet 'Gardens of Engl and & Wal es Open to the Publ ic ' . 

REGINAL SUB-GROUPS News and Views 

CORNWALL : - Mr C.J. Page , Derrow, Kellimeth, Feock, 'rruro ('rel. Devoran 
863786) has agreed t o· for□ this snb-Q'.'C'.lP and members i n t he South 
West should contact him, if they aro interested. 

EAST ANGLIA:- Mr C. Grainger has been active in f orming the nucleus of 
a sub- group in East Anglia and any members who are interest ed and 
have not heard from him are recommended t o make contact (Tel . 
Stowmarket 5138) 

!1JDDLES~ & GREA'l'Ji:R LOUDON :- Any member who i s willing t o organise a 
metropolitan r egion sub- group, if members i n that region desire one, 
is asked to contact Major Magor at Lamellen. 

SUSSEX & SOUTH EASTERN :- To l aunch this sub- group a gathering is being 
arranged at The High Beeches , Handcr oss on B 2110 on Saturday , 28th 
May 1977, All members of the Royal Horticultural Society who are 
al so members of the Group , and all who ar e int erested in joining are 
welcome . A Ploughman' s lunch will be provided from 12. 30 p.m. , 
f ollowed by a s hort discussion about future plans, and a visit to 
the gardens by kind permission of t he Hon. M.,:, and Mrs Edward Boscawen. 
Mr and Mrs Boscawen exhi bit their pl nnt s r egul arly with great success 
at Vincent Square and a i:c~-:irt des-::ri:ption of The High Beeches may 
be f'ound in the 1974 Rhouodendro,1. Year Book. As facilities at The 
High Beeches are somewhat limited we are limiting 1;he number s to two 
tickets per person at the cost of £1. 25 per hLnd to cover the cost 
of the meal. Tickets can be obt:-. .i~-::,1 from : - Logan A. Edgar Esq. O.B.E, 
Wedderlie House , St . Helens Avenu0 , Hastings . Sussex. 

It is quite evident from the interest shown in the above sub- groups , that 
there is a genuine desire on t he part of a number of members of the Group t o 
get to know each other and compare experiences of growing camellias , magnoli as 
and rhododendrons on their home ground. It i s interesting to note that 
al though there are r.1any fine coll~ctions of rhododendrons in Scotland there 
is no move from members north of The Wash. What about a Scot tish Rhododendron 
Show, after all you have s ome of the finest plants in t he world ! ! 

MAGNOLIAS IN CORNWALL:- Prospects for Asiatic magnolias in Cornwall this 
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year are exceptionally good, always providing we are spared severe frosts 

during March. MeJ11bers of the Cornwall Sub-group are invited to visit two 

notable gardens near Truro, famous for their magnolia collections and also 

th.eir rhododendrons and camellias on Saturday, 26th March 1977 :-

Trewithen, Grampound Rd, at 10 a.m. (by kind permission of f'ks Johnstone). 

Ch:vverton, Zelah, at 2 p.m. (by kind permission of Mr and Hrs Nigel Hol□an). 

At Trewithen, a lunch consisting of hot soup, hot pasties, f1cEwan's 

Export Beer, or fruit squash, coffee and chocolate biscuit will be available 

at a cost of £1. 75 per head, which includes the adC:IF1ission chargE: to the 

garden, Menbers of the Group who would like to take part are welco1:1e to do 

so, providing they can let the Organiser for Cornwall know, not lo,ter thnn 

12th March 1977 - Mr C.J. Page, Derrow, Kellineth, Feock, Truro (tc-1. Devoran 

862786). 

MEMBERSHIP & ::iUBSCRIP'l'IONS 

We are all clelighted to welcor1e Mr John Waugh Owens as the new Honoury Secre tary 

of the Group. The proforr1a and nnnual subscriptions should in futnre be sent 

to him at Cherrydown, Forest Drive, Kingswood, 'fadworth, Surrey. Cheques 

should be drawn in favour of the Rhododendron & Cm;iellia Group. A few rriernbers 

have asked for a banker I s order form and a suitable form will be attached to 

a future Bulletin before subscriptions becc•me due again on the 1st Nover:iber 1977. 

MeEJ.bers who wish to pay their subscriptions for the current year by Banker's 

order, will find that their own bank will be able t o provide a bl[l,nk f or r.1. 

Payment should be r1ade to the account of the Rhododendron & Camellia Group 

with Barclay's Bank Ltd., Grey Friars Branch, Ipswich, Suffolk. It does help 

if members let Mr Owen know, that they wish to prly in this way, for his records. 

RHODODEHDRON SEED 

Mr G.A. Judson of 58, Springfield Rd, Exrnouth, Devon, has seed to offer uembers 

of the Group, Rh, ciliicalyx and Rh. edgeworthii (selfed). Ai.so Rh. inaequale 

X ciliicalyx; Rh. inaequale edgeworthii; and probably Rh. rnegacalyx X inaequale. 

Supplies are very limited, but rner:ibers should apply to Mr Judson, enclosing 

a stamped addressed envelope. 

An inquiry has been received from the Anerican Rhododendron Society for 

seed of Rh. sargentiamUJ., roxieanum ssp. chrysanthemun, 'Rh. sheriff ii, 

Rh. lownddesii and Rh. ludlowii. Any member expecting to be able t c supply 

self seed next season, should corununicate with Mr J. Snnders, Badger Cott~ge, 

101, Guildford Rd, Bagshot, Surrey. 

DISTRIBUTION OF PLANT MATERIAL 

The conservation of rare and particularly good forms of rhododendrons, 

, magnolias and camellias is a matter of great concern to your coffil7littee and 

some interesting contributions have been received fro11 me□bers , which seeos 

to support the coIDI!littee 's mm thinking , There have n.lso been offers of help, 

-of which the first was from Hr John Sanders, who is a ssociated with the Alpine 

J .Garden Socie.ty and has knowledge of a similar schcne which that Society operates. 
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Mr Sanders will build up a register of the choicer n.nd less coru~on plants, 
from which members will be able t o ask for propagatine material. 

This will take some time to or ganise; but for a sto.rt 1·1enbers of the 
Grou:p including nurserymen, are invited t o l et Mr Sanders hi:we pru:ticulars 
of uncommon or particularly good foras of rhododendrons, magnolias and 
canellias that t hey n;,i.y have, and which they a.re willing t o supply □ateriaJ. 
for propagation such as cuttings, layers, selfed-seed or sr:!a.ll conplete plm1ts. 
Members wanting material should cor,miunicate their wants to Mr S•rnders nnd he 
will try t o □atch them, inforning them, whether plo,nt r.m.terial or plants are 
available frorc1 a nurseryr:ian , and if not, fror.1 a private source. Please 
enclose a star1ped addressed envelope when writing t o Mr J. Sanders , Badger 
Cottage , 101, Guildford Rd , Bagshot, Surrey with your requests . 

SYMPOSIUM. 'RHODODENIJRONS 1977 1 with NAGNOLIAS & CAMELLIAS ' . 

May we remind you of th8 subject 1:12.tter for this iten in the next Annual. 
"You are r.ioving to o, garden with ideal l::.TOHing conditions for 
rhododendrons, but you have only room f or six plants - species 
or hybrids. Which six would you choose and why?" 

After a slow start , a number of very interes ting contributions t o the syrnposi un 
have been received, including so□e frou a s far afield as the lJ . S.A. , Aw:itralia 
and West Ger□any, and also from a Ihster Mariner in the South Atl~a1tic with 
a garden in Argyll. It is hoped to feature the Sy;-1posiun in the 1977 (;dition 
and some contributions raay possibly also be incluued in f ut~re Bulletins . 
To whet the appetite and encourage uembers t o contribute, we are including an 
excellent article f r or:1 Nr Arthur George . (One of the perks of beine an editor 
is that you can get your order in first! Ed . ) 

SLIDES 

Mr A.W. Headl an , Editor of the Australian Rhododendron Society Quarterly, 
which regularly publishes his beautiful rhododen<lron photocraphs, has intir.1atecl 
that he presented the Royal Horticultural Soci ety two yenrs ago , with the 
f oll owing collection of colour slides with appropr i a te supporting connentr-..ri es: 

The Australian National Rhododendron Garden at Olinda - 94 slides 
Magnoli as in Melbourne 
Camellias in Mel bourne 

- 58 slides 

64 slides 

• These are avail able f or the use of rn~nbers of the Group on npplication to 
The Secr etary, The Royal Horticultural Society, Vincent Square , London. 

SOCIAL GATHERING 

The Col!lr:littee had hoped t o arrange a late afternoon neeting of the Group on 
the first day of the Rhododendron & Cai:iellia Conpetition on the 15th March 
or the 19th April with a l ecture or discussion followed by a Buffet Supper. 
It has not proved possible to arrange a suitable venue in London this Spring 
but we have not given up hope yet . If any member of the Group is able to arrange 
a suitable meeting place at his Club or el sewhere, t o coincide with the Early 
Summer Show at Vincent Square on the 14th June 1977, the Hon. Secreta.ry will 
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be very gl ad t o know. Frora our experience this yeri.r, we will nake sure of 
an earlier date in 1978 ! 

EDITOR'S DESK 

Looking i;hrough the oritsinal Rhododendron Soci ety Notes , I t .'l.ke the point 
that the editor usually r er.m.ined silent ! The ne□bers r.iore than spoke for 
the□selves , The 'Notes from L:ll!lellen ' 1977 could al nost ho.ve been fro□ the 
same hand a s his illustri ous f ather E.J.P. Magor Esq in 1922 . I do thi nk 
that we all j oin in thanking Walter Magor for all the h<J.rd work nnd enthusias□ 
he put into r evivi ng one of t he nost i1:1portant specialist groups in the 
horticul tural world. Last year we celebrated the centemary of the birth of 
Ernest Henry Wilson who contributed to Vol ume 11 of the Notes in 1922 . He 
was later to send another five contributions, bef or e his death in 1930, 
"Chinese Wilson" as he cane t o be called, brought t o our gardens such a 
quantity and quali ty of wonderful woody plant s, that even by 1916 one hundred 
of his plants had r ecei ved Awards of Merit fro□ the Roya.l Horticultura l 
Society, 

Addressing a neeting of the old Society was not without its dangers In 
1925 Capt a in Kingdon Ward was subject ed to a devastati ng barrage of questions 
from nembers, Odd quct es out of context nake rn:iusing reading: 

A Menber : Did you t ake any water- colours? 
Capt. Ward: No . 
A Member : Is the seed ver y like t he bracteaturn seud ? 
Capt. Ward: I do not know the bracteatuo seed. 
A Meraber: For the ordinary l nynan i t i s ver y like el aucum seed. 
Capt. Ward: Yes, this was very like gl aucm1 seed, It was slightly i:tror,1at ic 

·but not very strong and not unpl easant . 
The late J.C. Willians, as Chairnan, su;.med up the neet ing well, "Perhaps we 
are not all quite sane on the subject of rhododendrons , so it would hardly be 
possible for us t o have a pleasanter evening" Fron such ent husiastic 
beginnings has the Rhododendron & C?Jnellia Group grown, Please continue t o 
support the Annual and Bulletin with your contributions for future i ssues , 

VERWOOD. DORSET February 1977 J OHN GALLAGI-IEil 

·HINTS ON EXHIBITING CAMELLIAS 

Showing Camellias can be fascinating ,, even f or those wi th only a f ew 
small plants to cut fro11 , and it can be very r ewarding to discover that the 
flowers they produce □ay be as good , or even better , t hnn other peopl es , 

f 

I t is with the idea of encouraging new conpetitors to exhibit their Canellias 
that I have been asked t o write th~se few hints , Prnning Car.iellias does then 
no harm and it is often the case that a flower or spray removed fro□ the bush 
raay well ir.lprove its shape f or the f uture . 
The Royal Horticulturul Society has t wo Shows at Vincent Square where there 
are classes for Camellias which anyone ~ay enter , a□ateur or professional . 
For the first of t hese conpetitions , usually in early March, flowers m~y have 
been grown under gl ass or in the open. For t he second Show in April the 
flowers oust be cut from pl ants &,-rowing exclusively in the open. The dates 
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v~y a little each yea:r and details of the classes etc. can be found in the 

schedules available from the Secretary, The International Canellia Society 

sometimes exhibits a co-operative stand at these shows. The Cornwall Garden 

Society has classes devoted to Ca.;iellias at their Spring Show held annually 

at Truro. 

In the competitive classes, one section is devoted t o individual bluons, 

another ta :,;y-:c'.',YR, ,,hich is best described as a single stern bea:ring several 

blooras. 'I'r,:➔se sections are subdivided into classes for the VE>xious forns of 

flower, species or hybrids, all clearly set out in the schedules . Vases are 
usually provided, 

For the individual bloO!J section the flower only, with perhaps a leaf 

or two, is called for and a stalk of only an inch or two is sufficient. 1rhis 

enables the exhibitor to enter a flower from the snallest bush if he so desiras. 

Great care must be taken to ensure the entry is placed in the correct class 

otherwise disqualification can result; rend every word of the rules ! When 

selecting the bloom take infinite trouble. Rer.1er.iber each flower nust be as 

perfect as possible at the tir.ie of judging, so do not cut one which is already 

past its prime. The staoens should be a clear yellow, denoting freshness, 

especially important in the single and semi-double varieties . The petals r:ms t 

show no signs of bruisine, frost damage or other blenish, and the leaves free 

from discolouration or other defect. 

Camellia blooms do not relish being moved about once they are picked and 

must be treated with care. Freshness being vital, try to cut and place 

directly into the box in which they are to travel to the show. A useful tip 

if showing several varieties, is to write the n:=>JTJC: with a ball-point pen on 

the underside of the leaf. This l'.lny save a lot of head scratching when 

labelling the exhibit on the show bench. We use carclboard boxes with a layer 

of paper shavings which have been very slightly r,1oistened by a fine r:1istine;. 

Place each flower fi.B:Jmly on to the shavings, keeping the box level a t all times 

to prevent bruising. I□oediately a box is full, put the lid on £.nd keep in the 

shade until loading. On arrival at the show, probably the afternoon or 

evening prior to the competition, the bloons can be carefully renoved, the ster1 

shortened if necessary and directly placed in thc: sr.mll va ses provided. Do check 

that the vases are full of water before staging. 

The classes calling for sprays need different treatnont. If necessP.,ry 

the sprays may be picked a day or two before the show. Have. ready, in a cool 

shed or garage, a quantity of jars filled to the top with fresh w~tGr, We 

often use old wine bottles, champaff11e ones for preference since they have a 

heavier base and are more stable ! Before cuttinrr a spray fron the bush, try 

to visualise how the spray will stand up in a vase on the show bench, and 

check that the appearance of the plant will not be ruined as a resu.l t. 1rhe 

shape of the spray is i.Dportant since only one sten per vase nay be allowed in 

a spray class. Check the height and width allowed in the schedule to avoid 

cutting unnecessarily large pieces; a little spray can win the class if the 

quality is good. Again to save oove□ent and reduce possible da.r~age, try to 

cut and carry the sprays straight to the bottles in preference to l aying them 

down. This □ay entail □any trips to and fro but is wort h t he l abour. To 



f acilitat e packi ng a l ight t y i ng-in r.iay be needed ,mcl thi s should be done now, 
t ogether with l abelling , having cut out any da11ae(.;d lea f or ummnted twi g . 
When ready for packing the sprays will need a dueper box th::i.n the single 
blooms . They nay be packed with pl8nty of tissue pnper , not shavines as 
the se get caught a□ongst t he l eaves . Sever al sprays will probably go i nto 
one box i f carefully ar ranged. Dar.1age can easily be caused by a leo.f rubbing 
against a bloo□ , the white s are p::i.rti cul arl y vunernblo , ::i.nd acai n fir□ packi ng 
i s r equired, with finally , a lid t o t he box. 

On arrival at t he show, t ry t o 0et the spr ays arrnnged in water as soon 
a s pos sible , and placed strai ght into t heir specific clo.ss, thus t,nabling 
the buds t o devel op. This i s the r.101:1ent to get out your r.iensur ing- t:i.pe 
and check the ir hei ght and width. Moss may be j rumnecl i n if required , to help 
steady t he spray and keep i t uprieht . I f the exhibit has been co1ipl c ted 
overnight, on t he norning of the show,befor e t he juclgini; do see t hn.t the vases 
have wat er and l ook again a t t he height i n case a bud has opened up. Al so 
r emove any f a l h ,n fl owers . 

If the exhibitor decides to stage a group or stand of cur Canellias , 
much of the f oregoing paragraphs apply, e special ly with regard t o the i ndividu::tl 
flowers . On a stand , spr ays c.:1.n be of any size or width , and several ster:s 
nay be placed i n the vases if required. In the cnse of the l arger sprays 
which have had to be t i ed in , be careful when removing them f r on the packing 
cases; t he s lightest j erk can cause t qe flowers t o fly off; if possible ask 
another person to cut the tie while t he ct cr.i is be inc l i t:;htly hel d. 

The exhibit or usually take s his own conta iners for a. group , but this :1ny 
vary in differ ent circumst ances; he i s responsible for fill ing then with wat er , 
so don't f orget t he w~t erine can Pr ior t o the show i t is wise t o h,we all 
the l abel s uniformly wr i t ten on cards f or a neat effect . The i nk used should 
be waterproof in case the stand i s going to be sprayed ! A final check j ust 
before the judging connences i s especially i mport ant if the flower s have been 
arr anged overnight . A s t el'l May hnve f allen forward ancl necessitat e careful 
manoeuvering into psiti on without dist urbing t he whol e arrangenent , qui te a 
difficult job if i t happens at t he back or al1:1ost out of ren.ch. A dirty leaf 
or damaged flower can det ract f r or;i t he gener a l appear ::t,nce , and i t i s well 
worthwhile keeping a watch f or i mperf ecti ons of any kind which nay have 
developed s ince a r ranging. 

Car.1ellias drink a quantity of watcr , so , if there i s time , top up t he vases 
again. 

I fear the above suggest ions will appear very obvious to r.io.ny r eaders, 
but perhaps they □ay encour ngc so0e t o try their hcnd cmd enj oY: t he 
camaraderie tha t exists amongst exhi bitors . 

LEONARDSLEA , HOR SHAH. LADY LODER 

TWELVE RHODODE}IDRONS I \-/OULD GUOW 

Askina me to choose j ust t welve rhododendrons I woul d e;row is nn 
exceedingl y diff icul t task, aki n to selecting eight r ecor ds f or a spel l on 
a. desert i s l and ! Where do you begin ? Species or Hybrids , woodl and pl ants 
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or dwarfs, the choice is enornous, but nuch would have t o depend on the 
locality of the garden. In r:iy case I have to select varieties whi ch do well 
on the very l i ght acid soil of \lest Surrey and in a situation ar ound 500 ft 
upon the tip of the North Downs, which is normally f a irl y dry and cold in 
winter and frequently hot and extrer.iely dry in suDI71er. So , for ne the big 
leaved species are out . Instead ny first choice of a truly fine foli£'.ge 
rhododendron with a beautiful habi t and ability t o flower freely woulcl be 
Rh. fulvun - the forl'l which Co'J'.le t o ,_s from Tower Court . That superb large 
hybrid "Robert Ke ir" is a must f or a lmost any garden big enough; and f or a 
good white, I find my ovm "Caroline de Zoete" does i ncredibly well in our 
conditions , the beautiful gl ossy f oliage compl er.ients the purest white shaply 
flowers. N,,t yet fully tried here but a certain winner is the glorious 
Barclayi hybrid "Red Rum" , and for a very distinctive colour nnd lovely flower 
texture I would want Hyden Sa lr.ion. Two species which thrive on our sandy 
soil and a lways give a good account of themselves are Rh. carolinia nu1:1 and 
Rh. racenosum "Rock Rose". I an t orn between Rh, yakushir.iaffiU'l nncl Rh. 
pseuclochrysanthur.i but would settle for the latter 2-nd take my hybrid of the 
f ormer "Morning Magic" , The, finest of dwarf bluus i s in ny opinion "Saint 
Merryn" and to conpler.ient it I would have t o have the goot1 yellow "Chikor" . 
Twelfth r.ian i s the most difficult but in the absence of a taller growine-
blue variety, I would settle f or our own new and free flowering intensely 
blue hybrid of russatur.i "Blue Chip". 

Hydon Nurser ies, Surrey. 1977 Arthur George . 

NOTES FROM LAMELLEN 

Referring to the account in Bulletin No. 1 of the effects of the drought 
on a Cornish garden , Mr Edr1ond cle Rothschild has connented that it would 
be of int erest if other mer.1bers of the Group woul d Give a considered rE,port 
on the effect in their gardens. It i s the l ong- t ern eff ect which is 
significant, and if a sufficient number of r epor ts come , the editorial staff 
will be gl ad to include something in this year ' s Annual . 

At Lamellen, while a number of plants have succumbed, the recovery of 
others has been r enarkable . Rh. Elizabeth , which seell\ed t o have suffered 
severely in a number of other gardens , is still l eafless , but when we cane 
to dig up the original pl ant , we f ound that t he wood was· still green, so there 
is still hope for it. It a l ways used to be said in Cornwr-i.11, t hat one should 
never give up hope for a shrub f or at l east a yec;r after it appeared t o be 
dead, Rh. Polar Bear which nornally flowers in July, was unable to open its 
flower buds at that tine, for lack of water , but after the Septenber rains 
it was i n full flower a ll during October and November , which seens to have 
been the case right across the South of England. Then of course , the young 
growth was caught by the Decer.1ber frosts. 

Most of the ol der large leo'.f ed speci es seen t o be in a poor way . After 
two dry SUI!l.':lers , they over flowvred las t yea:r uncl now have nade practically 
no new growth for two years. 

Lamellen is vunerable t o north-west gal e s ancl on the whole , t he drought 
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caused l ess damage than the gale on the 14th October. This brou0ht down a 
70ft cherry, the origina l A.M. pl ant of Rh. Hernoine, ol d plo.nts of the true 
Rh. fortunei and Rh. gulactinun - all at least 30ft hieh - us well as the bi() 
Rh. r a.msdeni anum. All available scions wer (:;! sent for propagation to the 
Savill Gardens ::mC1 to Hydon Nurseri es. With any l uck, plants r.iny be available 
in due course f or members of the Group. 

The big cherry brought down a biB hybrid of Rh. Soulkink, on t op of a 
young plant of Magnolia wilsonii. Not realising it was ther e , the gardener 
stacked all the 'lop and top' over it . Now t hree 1~onths later , this has been 
removed f or burning and t he young □aGJlolia has sprung up apparently unscathed 

Lamellen, Cornwall 1977 Walter I'lc.gor 

THE ASCOT DESERT OF 1976 

My wife , who is an addicted sun worshipper , s imply revelled in the sunr.1er 
of 1976 in our garden. As for myself, an enthusiastic shrub nnd tree gardener, 
I would not like t o put in print , for my f ellow l a dy gardeners to r ead , my 
thoughts on the eff ec~ of l ast surru11er ' s drought on ny palnts, and i n particul ar 
on my Rhododendrons !!!! 

With r egard t o the rhododendrons, the dwarfs, as woul d be expected, 
suffered far more fro□ t he drought than the l arger spucics and hybrids, and of 
t hese dwarfs Rh. r adicans and Rh. scintillans were f nr and Rway the worst 
affected. Of sever al plants of co.eh of the::se , all uf thu f'orf:ler have died and 
only . one of the l atter has survived, and even t his l one survivor is not in 
particularly e;ood condition. To go t o the opposite side of the picture the 
dwarfs that cane through complet ely unscathed were Rh . racemosun F 19404 - in 
ny opinion a superb garden plant , russat um and moupinense , whilst, perhaps 
surprisingly, Rh. spiciferum has come through well with only. very slicht dana.ge . 
Of several plants of' Rh. hippophaeoides about half are in r easonable condition, 
two others have died, arnl the remainder are damaged but 1·till probably recover 
in time . Rh. calostr otum is a bad casualty , as every one of theM i s either 
dead or badly <lal'laged. Three pl ants of m~. campylo[_.,rynum arc in quite e,-ood 
condition, a s a.re two pl ants of Rh. chUl'.leunun, but of two pl ants of Rh. gyr.inocurrum 
growing within a few f ee t of eachother, one i s dead whils t the other has 
survived r easonably well; strange indeed are the ways of plants someti nes . All . . 
four plants of Rh. trichostonum are in good condition, but the conditi on of 
several plants of Rh. saluenense vari es , as some are satisfact ory, sone are 
da.raaged a.nd sor'.le are. dead. All my old plants of Hh. inpedi tum ho.ve suffered 
some dc.'Ullage , but all will probably recover given tine , and, to me very 
surpris i l16'1Y , most of the Rh. ~illiar,1si anur.i are in .fairly good conditi on, and 
the only plant that I have of Rh. anthopogon appears to have weathered the stor1•1. 
Of the hybrids , Golden Oriol e Tal avera and Princess Anne have both managed 
quite well, and of nine plants of the Glenarn hybrid-didyr,1ur.1 X ch::unae-thor:1somii -
five are quite well, two are d-'lrnaged and the rer.m.ininc two are dead. I am sorry 
to have t o say that those t wo fine Glendoik hybrids Rh. Chikor and Rh. Ptn.rni gan 
have taken a very. poor view of the adver se conditi ons . 

Now on t o the l arger rhododendrons , and I will first refer to the l arge 
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leaf sp0cics I and of these ny four pl:mts of Rh. r.iacabcanuri were ec.sily the 
worst suffer ers , as one , an ol d plant , i s dead :i,nd hc.s been consi1:,TJ1ed to t he 
bonfire , two others are badly donnged and the f ourth has 1.1'.'.nagcd t o cope f nirly 
well. I :>,11 not real l y surprised. that this l atter plnnt hns coped, because in 
November 196? l P.tc one a fternoon I clue; up this rhoclorkndron mll1 left it on the 
€,rrass next t o the bor der fror.i which it hnd been dug- up , intendin{j t o repl ant it 
somewhere else in the garden the next norning. However, for some unknown 
r eason I completely forgot about the poor f ellow lying out of the g-rounc1. until 
the following Mnrch. I know ever yone will renernber that winfor of 1962/63. 
Who snys that Rh. i:mcabeanwn is not particularly hnrdy ? Of four plants of Hh. 
Mollyanum three are in quite goocl condition, whilst the fourth is d::u:ine-ed but 
looks as though it will recover i n time . Rh. nrizelum, basilicura, fictolacteun 
hodgsonii and rex are all qui te well, that i s bearing in mind that the Ascot 
area i s not really the most ideal place in which t o grow t he1n, and. my one Rh. 
falconeri i s surviving. 

I will now refer t o the other species , and three Rh . nuriculntun have 
managed to cope, whilst a fourth plant i s in good condition. Two Rh. arborcm□ 
are alrieht, nnd, very surpri singly, r.iy one f a ir- sized Rh. barbatun took no 
notice whatsoever of the drought . All ny plants of the c innabariniur.i series 
have managed reas0nably well, although they c1i d l ook rather unhappy, ond their 
hybrids, the Ladie s Char.iberlain and Rosebery hnve manged likewise . I fee l thnt 
I must □ention two , to me, very renarkable plants of the □P.cldenii series , nru.1e l y 
crassum cubittii, both of which are growine under heavy onk tree cover ['.6e on 
the west side of my garden shed, as both these plants t ook not the sli5htest 
notice of the drought . Further nore , us I now write in Jununry they have just 
been throuch a nieht with the teoperat uro down to 8 degrees farenhoit - that is 
a frost of 24 degrees farenheit ! and they still nppear t o be quite undruanged . 
The other member of the mac1denii series, which is perfectly well, i s Rh. 
lindleyi on the west wall of .our house , but I r.iust add ·thnt, (1.S i t is only a 
few f eet nway from on0 of our bathrooms, it naturally received fairly good 
quantities of our 1.mth water ! ! ! ! ! Of the neriiflorum series I hr'.ve one plant 
of Rh. euchaites 2-nd one plant of Hh. haer:1atodes , r'.nd bo'bh of tht.:se are in 
perfectly good condition. However , t>.11 my plants of Rh. dichroanthun h::we 
suff ered badly, and only one plant is in f a ir condi tion, and I ar.i not t co hoFef ul 
oi r ecovery. I have six f air- sized plants of Rh. thomsonii nnd nll t hese hnve 
suffered from the drought, but I feel that they will all hnv8 r ecovered in a 
few years , whilst Rh. callimorphum, cunpylocarpun , Ul~Q1Stinii, trichanthwn nnd 
yunnanense have manged to come throueh the drought , ns have all the Rh. 
rubiginosum. 

Nearly all r;iy hybrids have r.1rumged so1,1ehow. The various Exbury hybrids 
are r easonably well, and oost of the so- cal fod hardy hybrids hnve not worried 
about the clry conditions , the one exception being Rh. Suppho, as t wo pl ants of 
this hybrid have actually died. 

One eff ect that the drought has ha d on all my rhododendrons , and I f uel sur e 
thii't 'this will have happened in all southern parts of Britain, is t o have 
reduced the size of their l eaves quite considerably, but this will doubtless be 
put right, say by 1978 , provided that we do not get another tlroueht next sumr:ier. 
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And the other effect is that I al'.l not expecting nuch flower power this coming 

spring. 

My other shrubs and trees in the garden have managed to cope with the 

drought ~uite well, and this especially applies to ny larger Camellias, as 

the drought had absolutely no adverse effect on them, and they are all covered 

in flower buds for next spring. Naturally all the Australians were not bothered 

with the drought, such as Acacia dealbata, Callistemons, Sophora tetraptera, 

various Eucalyptus, and Telopea truncata. Magnolias did not like the conditions 

but by and large have come through their ordeal, whilst the Catalpas and 

Paulonias appear to have coped. My five plants 9f Eucryphia glutinosa a.re 

quite well, and ey embothriUl!ls have just about managed. 

I am afraid this article is somewhat like a catalogue of sol'.le of the plants 

in l'.lY garden, but I could not see any other way in which to write about the 

1976 drought, which I trust will not be repeated for many years to como. 

Perhaps as the late, and great, Sir Jrunes Horlick did about 35 years rt[So, 

I ought to migrate fro□ Ascot to somewhere in thu west or south-west of 

Scotland. However, I do not expect that I shall clo this but will continue with 

the struggle in this garden. 

I wish a happy gardening 1977 to all my fellow gardeners. 

ASCOT, JANUARY 1977 PHILIP URL1-JIN-SMITH 

TWO NEW CAMELLIAS 

Camellia .iapcnica MATTERHORN. There is a shortago of good fornal double white 

camellias, but anyone far.1iliar with the leadership of the raiser of this 

seedling, Dav.id L. Feathers of California, in research and judtSing will kr,ow 

that scarcity will not tenpt him to l ower his standards. 

This japonica seedling was labelled 'Fishtail 60' and only after years 

of trial in California ~nd in my garden in Cornwall, has it been named 

~IATTERHORN. It has in fact no split fishtail l eaves. My trial pl ant has a 

vigorous leading shoot with radiating main branches, each with a sweeping 

lateral curve. The foliage is a nice ir1ixlure of quite bold. elliptic leq,ves, 

13 x 5½ cos., and tapering lanceolate leaveG, 10 x 3. 3 ems., all shallowly 

toothed, serrulate, and mid-green in colour. The flowers outdoors, are mid­

season to late, missing most of the frosts, 11 ems. across, full formal double. 

The name f.1ATTERHORN has been chosen because the petals recurve from the 

high peaked centre, more pror,ounced in California and under glass here, th;:m 

out of doors. It stands up like a white scroll, an attractive feature of a 

fine flower which is as weatherproof ns any white japonica caJ:1ellia. 

Camellia williamsii LADY CUTLER. This is a typical small leafed hybrid raised 

by Les Jury in New Zealand from saluenensis X Ville de Nantes, and very 

prolific and hardy. The leaves on our trial plant are da.rk green with a 

brilliant gloss, all 8 ems, long and on the flowering shoots, narrowly elliptic, 

acuminate and obtuse, 3 ems. wide,but on the main growths, ovate ancl truncat e , 

4 ems. wide; Growth is upright and it may be wise to shorten the l eading shoots 

on young plants to get a bushy habit. 

The flowers are brilliant in colour effect, semi-double with dark stamens or 
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with two rows of broad wavy petals around two or three twirling petals in the 
cent r e, the whole - a picture of elegance . 

The colour is bright carnine r cse , darker towar ds the centre . Each 
flo~er is 9½ - 10 eras . acr oss . 

PROBUS, TRURO 1977 DAVID TREHANE 
These two new Camel l i as are due t o be released in Brit ain in autumn 1977 . Ed. 

UNUSUAL BEHAVIOUR OF SEEDLING AZALEAS. 

Some eight or nine years ago , I crossed a rather indiffer ent pale yellow 
smal l flower ed form of Rh. austrinu.rn with an oranee coloured Mollis hybrid. 
I chose that plant as a potenti al seed pa.rent because I h£>.d at the ti1!le no 
better material aveilable to foster my hobby of hybridisin~. I did not expect 
any spectacular r esults f r om that allinncc , nor did I get any, but I obt a ined 
some i nteresting seedlings which have behaved in r ather an unusual l'lanner. 

For i nstance, instead of bei~ deciduous, as Rh. austrinun is stated t c be in all the t ext books, they have r etaine d their foliage throughout the year . Whether they woul d have done so had we experienced dur i ng our l::i.st f ew winters 
any pr olonged spells of reall y cold weather is perhaps questionabl2. 

And they have proved singular in another r espect . All displ ayed a truly 
remarkable tolerance of the drought conditions which prevailed during f our 
virtually r ainless months we had l ast sumner; an<l althouch so□e of them were growing in a south-facine- bed, unlike many of ny other rhododendrons, their 
fol iage di d not suffer in the slightest degree from sun scorch. 

Most of them produce clusters of pleasing honeysuckle- like flower s of 
a butter yellow col our, but so far not in sufficient quantities t o make much 
of a show. 

Kh."'NT 1976 COLLINGWOOD INGRAN 

DRAMA GIRL IN WIMBLEDON 

From ray records, the earliest car.iellia I have hml in flower, in the open 
in a container or in the ground , ha s been C. YOIBIJIN, which had sever al 
flowers on 22nd December 1973 . 

On 10th November 1976, one bud nmongst quite a nunber on my plant of 
Camellia japonica DRAMA GIRL was showing r ed nncl by the 25th November it had 
produced a superb f l ower about 5 inches across. 

Around the 29th November it was still in flower, but none of the other 
buds wer e showing any sign of flowering. 

W~LEDON 29TH NOVEflillER 1976 R. P. WAKEFORD. 

GROWING RHODODENDRONS FROM SEED 
Why bother to grow rhododendrons from seed? Of cour se , if someone 

wants to raise new hybrids, this i s the only way of doing so , but it i s also 
an inexpensive method of increasing one ' s stock, and I finrl it much easier than striki ng cuttings. There is a body of opinion that considers it is not worth 
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growing rhododendrons fron s eed ( unle ss they are de libe r nt e ly s elf-pollin~totl) as they hybridise so readily that see dline;s Rr e t:nlikc ly t o cone true . However, r.10st of our garden stock cru1e originally from S<i<c tl collected in th<:: wild where, to judge fror.i collector's dGscriptions a rnl pho t o{.;T nphs , differe nt species often £.,rrow in close proxi□i ty. I think one lms t o use corn 1on- sens0 -if the see d collected i s from n. plant growing clos e t o other relntecl species that flower at the same time , then the seeds are like ly t o isive rise t o hybrids . If, on the other hand, seed is collecte d, s ay, from a l epitlot e sp~cie s crowi ng among elepidotes, or growing with species that do not fl ower at the sane tine, t hen the see d will probably cone true . If one i s gettine seed fror.1 a SE:L cl exchange , such as those run by the Alpine Garde n Society ::?.ml the Scot tish Rock Garde n Club, one just has t o hope for the be st . I r a ised a l.Jn.tch of pl:.mts from seed labelle d Jth. sarge ntianum, a species I wanted ver y r'.luch t o have . They flowered about three years nfter s owing - a ll with pink funne l-shape d flowers. They l ook a s if they might be a hybrid with Rh . penakoens1. , but whatever the:y are , they arc hardy, attractive nnd fre c:- fl ow•~rinc little plan t s . B_h. hanceanun var. ~' obtaine d nt the s ane t ime , wn.s jus t whc.t it W['.S said to be. 

Do not be in too much of a hurry to condemn a pln.nt a s an unwante d hybril1 because it doe s not l ook right - foliage chn.racteristics m::i.y t ake time t o devel op. A seedling may have ha iry leave s while the n.clul t is glabrous , ~ncl indumentun often t ake s several years t o develop. 
Seed obtaine d fro□ an exchange tendo t o be less s a tisfactory than tha t collected persono.lly, as it is inevitably less fre sh. I find thc1.t the be st time to collect seed i s usua lly in Hay, when the capsule s f or r.ied the previous year are startine; to open. Even if the pods hr..ve fully opene d ~~ml have appar ently shed all their s e ed they are wor t h collec ting , as if the se capsult,s are broken into piece s over a sheet of paper, there i s alr.1ost a l ways an adequate qua ntity of seed s t ill l eft, that has been caught n.t the bc tt0n of the pod. 

Any seed collected shoulrl be s mm a s soon a s pos s ihl<= . I have no propagating fro.me , encl u sually keep the pots on the kitchen winclowsill. I have used a number of me dia f or s owing Sl::ed in; as l ong n.s it i s :1oistur e retentive and of course not alka line , it does not sceH t o r12.tter too Jl!Uch. I have had very good results with sphagnum moss. It is collected in the 
summer and_all9we d t o dry in the sun , being turned over from time t o tiue , and then stored in a polythene bag until r equire d. I crul'lble it with l'lY fingers into the pot o.nc1 s oak it thoroughly - I da r e s ay it would lle better sieved, but I never seer.i to ge t r ound to that. Sor.1etir.1es I □ix Sphagnum with garden soil. I do not use peat a lone, a s it is t oo difficul t t o keup moist, but I have used peat/loam/leaf-mould mixtur es. I avoid John Innes compost because of ·the lime c ontent - I believe you can cet it lir:1e-frea - bu t I have never seen it. I do not like the s oil-le s s cor.iposts. One successful medium was rotted pine ne edle s . I used this f or quite sone tiDv until I 

found that instead of the desired Rh.~ ins i@e, I ha G. r nised a crnp of .P.o_nti22,!!l 
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seedlings. If I could find a stn.nc1 of pinc: s without n.ny .P.<?PJ.i~tE~ near , it 
would be worth trying ag~in. 

Rhododendron seed i s very fine, and I scatter it on thv surfo.c€c of tlw 
compost and water it in. I do not cover it a.t ::i.11, al thouch silver s::i.nd or 
coal dust have been r ecommended f or the purpose . I th£-n put th1e pot or 
pots on a saucer or trn.y and enclose the whole thing inn. pol ythene bag, 
sealed at the top. It is vital th:1t the seeds and scedlines should not be 
111lowed t o dry out. Germination usually t akes pl ace in abuut a fortnir.ht, 
and once the tri.e l eaves have developed , the pot can be to.hn out of the l.Jo.g·. 

Recently I used 'Cling- film ' stretched over the top of the pot. This 
wo.s much neat er thnn a polythene bag, n.nd germinn.tion wa.s excellent . How.Jver, 
one morning I f ound that a ll the se&dlinus but one ha.cl drunpecl off , 1-1hile 
still at the cotyledon stage - obviously it is necessary to remove thG 
cling-film then, r ather than wait until the true leaves have apvcar~d , 
presumably because of the smaller amount of a ir trapped between the f ilm 
and the soil. 

Once the leaves have developed, it is l ar gely a questiort of patience . 
The seedlings can be potted on when they become t oo crowdGd or when they 
seem to have exhausted the nourishl~ent in the compost . It i s best to keep 
them growing on a s fast as possible - I keep them indoors over the first 
winter at least, if I can spare the room. 

The time to.ken for different sped.l:s t o !'l ower varie s consiuerabl y. 
Members of the Lapponicum series o.lmost always start t o flower i n the thircl 
year after s owing, occasionally in the second. Others that ha.ve flower ed 
within 5 years i ncluue Rh. hanceanum var.~, Rh. atlantj9~, Rh. 
Calostrotum, Rh. tephropeplum, Rh. uniflorum, Rh. viscosum, m~_ glaucoph1)1;1E1!!!,, Rh. mucr onul atum, Rh. r acemosuw F . 19404 ; Rh._]iardii, Rh. yunnammse 
t ook 7 or 8 years; others I am still wa iting f or . 

OORKING, SURREY MRS I.Jc, . LnCROIX 

Late News - EAST ANGLIA SUB GROUP 

An Inaugural meeting of this Sub Group i s to be held on Saturday, 16th Aoril at 3 p.m. at Su, Woodlands Road, Hoxley, Essex by kind permi ssi on of Mr . D. Fox, 

Magnolias in Cornwall 
Members attending the visit to the Ifagnolia Gardens may wish to know that on the 25th M ... 1rch at 7 n .m. Mr. Davj.d Trehane i s giving a lecture on Camellia s at the- County Hus ewn, River St reet , Truro, which is orc;anised by the Cornwall Garden Society. Admission 30p, to cover the cost of refreshments . Members of the Group will b e most welc ome i f they wish to a t tend . 


